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THE 
KINGS 
| Majeſtics 


LETTER 


To His Parliamint conveened at Edinburgh, | 
the ewelfth of November , 1673: 


CHAR LES Re 


| 4 the opening of the ro 
Seſſion of ibis P Þ lien 
«Fe did acquaint y ou bas 
ml and upon what grounds, 
Sn Ve were ingatdged in a 
a very juſt and neceſſary 
= VF arre againſt the States 
= Generall of the United 
Provi inces; to the Jr you mightconfider your own ſe- 
curity., as well as Onr honor andintereſt; andibatyou 
might provide fitting remedies againſt al accidems that 
might befal that Kengdom , through this occafion : and 
you did then cheerfully raiſe ſuch a ſumme as might pro- 
babl provide againi} any BY Invaſionor inteſtine 


A 2 Gommotion; 


CI 

Commotion ; For which We return you Our hearty 
thanks. eAndſeing the Var dotb flill cominue , We 
have thought fit to ſend the Duke of Lauderdale O ur 
Commiſhoner for keeping this Seſſion of Parliament, 
|  atthe dayto which We did many moneths ago adjourn 

it, Hewill acquaint yon' bow We bave, by Our Am- 
baſſadors at Cologne, »ſed all poſſible endeavours for 
attaining ajuſt and bonourable Peace , and what bath 
beenthe mnſolence and flubbornneſs of Qur Enemies,vho 
have never yet made any ftep towards Peace; So that 
We are neceſſtate to continue the ar for Our own ho- 
nour , the maintenance of Our juſt rights , and the pro- 
zeftion of all Our Subje@s ; wherein V Ve nothing doubt 
tbe bearty concurrence 0 2 aud of all Our K -, "4" 
But one of the principal reaſons of keeping this Seſſion 0 
Parliament , 4 to - end Khoj ma 0 laid 


down for curbing +-J geniftiting rhe mnjolent Field-con- . 


wenticles and other ſjeditions praffices which have, ſince 
your laſt Seſſion , #00 much abounded. Tou are Our 
witneſſes what Indulgences We have given, and with 


what lenityV Fe bave uſed ſuch diſſenters as would be | 


pegceable , and bow much Our favours bave been abu- 
ſed, You bave made many good Laws , but Sill they 
bave failedinthe execution againſt the comtemners of the 
Law: VVe muftnow therefore, once for all, Iny down 
ſuch ſolide and effeual conrſes, as the whole Kingdom 
may ſee, that VVe andyou are both in earneſt; And 
that , if fairneſſe will not , Force muſt compell the re- 
frattory to be peaceable and obey the Law, 


V Vebavebad frequent experience of your affefion * 


- to Our ſervice upon ſeveral occaſions , and therefore 


Ae 


Uh 


(5) = 
V Ve are confident you will eminently do yout dntyinths 
| which doth ſo much concern Our Amthority , and your 
E- own peace and quyetneſs. VVe leave the nayes and 
means 10 your own wiſdim , and V Ve do expet# that 
you will lay down ſuch ſolide grounds , and take ſuch ef 
feual wayes , as may put an end to thoſe diſorders," and 
| evidence to the world that Our ancient Kingdom of 
Scotland is at quyet , and unitedio Us. VVe bave mr 
ſfirufted Our Commiſſhoner fullie in this, and all 
things relating to Our ſervice and your advantage ; and 
| he canwell informyou of Our conſtamaffeFion to, and 
| care of , al the concerns of that Our Kingdom : which 
| confederation , at this time , hath made us diſpencewith 
bim here, when bis ſervicewas ſo uſeful 10 Us3. VVe 
need not again repeat thatwhich VV ehave ſooften ſaid 
of bis great ſufferings for Vs , andgreat ſervices that he 
bath, for many years , donetoUs; Andabereforeyou 
(ball CIs bem entire ws , As V V, e bave hitherto donein : 
all tbings; Knowing, Ve could notbave pitched upon 
any that is more faithful to Our ſervice , or that is a 
oreater lover of your good and tranquillity , which mak- 
eth Us not doubt a bappy reſult to this Seſſion. And ſo 
Ie bid youbeartily farewell. Given at Our Coure, _ 
at VVbytehall the 16%, day of OQtober 1673. And; 
ef Our Reign the 25*, year, Rs)" APY 


By His 2jefice Command] 
| LAUDERDALE 
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STLESASSBAIEASEIESING 
His Grace 


The Duke of LAUDERDALE, 
2 U- 


M AJESTIES 
High Commilsoner} 


His Speech to the Parliament , the twelfth of 
| November, 1673. 


Hy Lords and Gentlemen , 


Aſttime I had the honor to ſerve the King in this 
Place, I did, by His Majeſt:es command, ac. 
quaint you with the grounds, and motives of 
His.ingaging in this ſo inavoydable a Warre 
againſt the States General of the United Provin- 
--=2 Dae Goonring Lt Eg bvmne againſt them 
who. would have made us long ere now have 
felt What was then -only foreſeen, if by Gods 

good Providence and the Kings Wiſdome this Warre had not beer 

made. 

I did at that time recommend to you to conſider His honor , 
His intereſt and your own ſecurity, ( which are certainly moſt in. 
ſeparable ) . and to lay down ſuch real and effeCtuall wayes, That 
the Forces of this Kingdom mighr be ſapplyed to ſerve His 3 a- 
7efy uporr orcaſfions,to be a terror to His enemies , and a fecuri 
zo'this His Kingdom. You then did moſt cheerfully raiſe ſuch a 
Sum as might probably provide againſt any Forraign invaſion, or 
. Inteſtine commotion the Enemy could raiſe here, For which His 
Majeſty ders again refarh you His hearty thanks, He hath not 
\ diverted any of itfrom the ends for which it was granted ; And 
To Btcat were His ' Navall preparations, together with His Land- 
forces, this laſt Summer, That He had great reaſon to have expected 
a juſt and reaſonable Peace : But ſuch hath been the inſolent ſtub- 
boxnneſs of His Enemies, that He is diſappointed of that hope. 


herefore He did commirid me to keep this Sefsion of Parlia- 


ment at this day, to which it was many moneths ago adjourned: 


And, as He acquainted you with the motives of the War; So, to 
m7 . let 
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let you know how He hath uſed all means poflible for ending it, 
The Sweds, who are the Mediators, propoſed a Treaty , His cHa- 
Jefty accepted it, and offered Dunkirk as the moſt convenient place 
for all that were concerned in the- War ro Treat in: Bur the Ene. 
my refuſed it, though His Majeſty had Treated with them at their 
own Town of Breda, during the laſt War. The Mcdiators pro- 
poſed a Geſsation of Armes before any 1ngagement , laſt Summer : 
His Majeſty agreed to it; but the Enemy infolently refuſcd it alſo : 
And the King accepted of the City of Cologne propoſed by the 
Enemy forthe Place of Treaty. Thither He ſent His Pleniporenti- 
aries with reaſonable propoſalls , and thoſe He did ſo moderat, that 
the Mediators declared they were not reaſonably to be refuſed : Yer 
the Enemy have been ſo very averſe to peace, that they would ne- 
ver declare what would ſatisfie them, nor ſo much as anſwer any 
propoſall made by the Mediators for the King or His Allies : Nay, 
{uch was their inſolency , that they gave in Papers ſtuffed with ſuch 
unhandſome language, that the Mediators were aſhamed and refy- 
ſed to ſhew them : Therefore the King is forced to continue the 
War , for His own honor, the maintenance of His juſt Rights, 
and the protection of all His Subjects : Wherein He doubts not 
of the hearty concurrence of this and of all His Kingdoms, 

Another main reaſon of keeping this Seffion of Parliament , is, 
to joyn with you, in taking ſuch effectuall courſe for curbing, and 
puniſhing inſolent Field-conventicles , 'and other ſeditious Practices, 
as that the good Laws you have made may receive due obedience, 
and that Peace and Order may be preſerved in this Kingdom. 

The Wayes and Means for this good End He leaves ro your wil. 
dome, nor doubting of the ſame care and affection to His ſervice 
in this, which he hath found all along from you. 

And whereas the malicious tongues of the diſaffected may till 
beſpatter His Majeſty and His Government with flanders and falſe 
ſuggeſtions, I am again particularly commanded to renew to you 
the fulleſt aſſurance of: His Majeſfties moſt conſtant continuance in 
His firm and unalterable reſolutions ro maintain the true reformed 
Proteſtant Religion, and the Government of this Church by Arch- 
Biſhops and Biſhops againſt '|Popery and Separatiov, And I am 
fully Authorized to all juch further Acts as you ſhall think con- 
venient for the quicting the minds of peaccable People, for pre- - 
venting the increaſe of Popery or Schiſme, and by all good means 
ſecuring the true reformed Religion and the Peace of this Church. 

I am likewiſe fully impowered to give His Majeſties Royall 
aſſent to ſuch good Laws as you ſhall offer, for increaſing of Trade, 
the improving of Manufacture, or any way promoving the good 
of this Kingdom : So that I doubt not, by Gods blefling , and your 
wiſdom, of as happie an end of this, as I have ſeen in former 
Seſſions of Parliament. | 


FINIS. 


